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1
ADJUSTABLE TENSIONER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/639,859 filed Apr. 28, 2012 and
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/759,392 filed
Jan. 31, 2013, the contents of both of which are incorporated
herein in their entirety.

FIELD

This disclosure relates generally to the art of belt tension-
ers and more particularly to belt tensioners for automotive
front engine accessory drive systems.

BACKGROUND

U.S. Pat. No. 5,439,420 to Ford Motor Company Limited
discloses a belt tensioning device for automotive engines
that has an arm pivotally mounted to the engine and pulley
rotatably mounted to the arm for contacting the drive belt.
The pulley is urged into contact with the drive belt by the
arm. The tensioner includes a governor for controlling the
rotational motion of the arm. The governor allows the arm
to rotate freely in the direction in which the tension of the
drive belt is increased and resists the rotation of the arm in
the opposite direction where tension of the drive belt
decreases. The problem with this device is that the governor
is essentially a passive device and there is no assurance that
the system will in fact reach a desired tension level.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,478,595 to Nippondenso Co., Ltd. dis-
closes an idler pulley that is radially displaced under control
of an actuator for applying a tensioning force on an endless
belt of an accessory drive system. A microcomputer calcu-
lates drive power and torque necessary for driving the
vehicle accessories and based on this calculates an optimum
tensioning force for the belt which attempts to maximize the
belt power transmission efficiency. The microcomputer cal-
culates an actual tensioning force on the belt based on the
compression of a spring and generates a control signal when
the calculated actual tensioning force is different from the
calculated optimum tensioning force. A drive circuit
receives the control signal and operates the actuator in
accordance with the difference between the calculated actual
and optimum tensioning force. One of the shortcomings of
this device is that the amount of tension that it can provide
is limited to the variation in force provided by the spring.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,953,407 to Mitsubishi Denki Kabushiki
Kaisha discloses an automatic belt tension adjuster for
setting the tension of a drive belt in a plurality of stages. The
tensioner is applied in a vehicle that utilizes a belt alternator
starter. The tension adjuster adjusts the tension of the belt
such that the belt tension is set to be greater when the engine
is started by the alternator than when the alternator is driven
to operate after the engine has been started. The tension
adjuster includes: a pulley unit around which the belt is
wrapped and an automatic belt tensioner for urging the
pulley unit to push the belt. The automatic belt tensioner
includes a first cylindrical housing with first and second
axial end walls; a piston, which is axially movable within the
cylindrical housing, the piston having a planar disk portion
having an outer diameter equivalent to an inner diameter of
the cylindrical housing; a push rod, which is axially movable
within the cylindrical housing and extends through one of
the axial end walls to contact the pulley unit, the push rod
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having a planar disk portion with an outer diameter equiva-
lent to an inner diameter of the cylindrical housing; a first
elastically deformable spring arranged between the disk
portion of the piston and the disk portion of the push rod; and
a control unit that axially moves the piston. One of the
shortcomings of this device is that the amount of tension that
it can provide is limited to the variation in force provided by
the spring.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,217,206 to The Gates Corporation dis-
closes an automatic tensioner having a load cell for detecting
and controlling a power transmission belt tension. The
tensioner includes a lead screw driven by an electric motor
for setting a lever arm/pulley position and thereby a belt
load. The tensioner also includes a load cell engaged with a
tensioner lead screw for detecting a belt load. The tensioner
motor is controlled via a PID control loop using a load cell
signal. The controller compares a detected belt load from the
load cell with a predetermined belt load value to identify a
desired belt load and thereby set a tensioner lever arm
position corresponding to the desired belt load. One of the
shortcomings of this device is that it requires a load cell
which adds cost and complexity to the device. The device
also does not compliantly tension the belt.

SUMMARY

In an aspect, a tensioner is provided for a vehicle engine
accessory drive system having an endless drive member, at
least one drive pulley disposed to drive the endless drive
member, and at least one driven pulley disposed to be driven
by the endless drive member and connected to drive an
accessory. The tensioner includes a tensioner arm mounted
to the engine for movement along a path delimited by a free
arm position and a load stop position. A tensioner pulley is
rotatably mounted to the tensioner arm and the tensioner
pulley engages the endless drive member. A biasing means
is arranged to urge the tensioner arm in a first direction along
the path towards the free arm position, wherein the free-arm
position is an end of travel location along the path that the
tensioner arm is capable of reaching. An adjustable load stop
mechanism including a moveable load stop member, a drive
mechanism for moving the load stop member and a control
system connected to the drive mechanism is provided. The
load stop member arrests movement of the tensioner arm
along the path in a second direction, opposite the first
direction, to thereby define the load stop position. The load
stop member is moveable between a first position correlated
to the tensioner free arm position and a second position
correlated to a tensioner arm position that is maximally
displaced away from the tensioner free arm position. Pro-
vided the load stop member is not in the first position, the
tensioner arm is unconstrained by the load stop member to
move in the first direction toward the free arm position. The
drive mechanism includes a motor for moving the load stop
member to thereby vary the location of the tensioner arm
load stop position, the drive mechanism being operable to
move the load stop member from the second position
towards the first position and in the process actively drive
the tensioner arm towards the free arm position so as to
increase tension on the endless drive member. The control
system includes a current sensor for measuring current
supplied to the motor and a position sensor for determining
the position of the load stop member. The control system is
operable to i) repeatedly calibrate the tensioner by moving
the load stop member from the second position towards the
first position and map motor current against the position of
the load stop member, ii) receive as an input a desired
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tension for the endless drive member, and iii) move the
adjustable load stop member to a suitable position based on
the calibration map.

The suitable position may be a selected retraction distance
away from a position where the controller senses a sharp
increase in current due to the load stop member driving the
tensioner arm to increase belt tension.

The control system may determine the tension applied to
the endless drive member based on a nominal design tension
provided by the biasing member plus a load stop force that
is proportional to the current required to advance a load stop
member as it arrests the tensioner arm.

In other aspects, other forms of control systems are
provided including closed loop systems based on achieving
a targeted tension or tension range on the endless drive
member, or achieving a targeted slip or slip range for the
endless drive member such as a belt.

In another aspect, a tensioner is provided for a vehicle
engine accessory drive system having an endless drive
member, at least one drive pulley disposed to drive the
endless drive member, and at least one driven pulley dis-
posed to be driven by the endless drive member and con-
nected to drive an accessory. The tensioner includes a
tensioner arm pivotally mounted to the engine for movement
along a path delimited by a free arm position and a load stop
position; a tensioner pulley rotatably mounted to the ten-
sioner arm, the tensioner pulley engaging the endless drive
member; a piston pivotally linked to the tensioner arm about
a first rotational axis, the piston defining a longitudinal axis
and the first rotational axis being located along the longi-
tudinal axis; a housing including a cylinder, the piston being
disposed in the cylinder, the housing being pivotally
mounted to the engine about a second rotational axis, the
second rotational axis being disposed such that a line dawn
between the first rotational axis and the second rotation axis
is offset by a selected angle from the longitudinal axis; a
biasing means acting between the housing and the tensioner
arm to urge the tensioner arm towards the free arm position;
and a moveable load stop member projecting into the
cylinder. An actuator is provided for moving the load stop
member and a control system is connected to the drive
mechanism. The load stop member abuts the piston to
thereby arrest movement of the tensioner arm along the path
in a second direction, opposite the first direction, and thus
define the tensioner arm load stop position. The load stop
member is moveable between a first extended position
correlated to the tensioner free arm position and a second
retracted position correlated to a tensioner arm position that
is maximally displaced away from the tensioner free arm
position. Provided the load stop member is not in the first
extended position, the tensioner arm is unconstrained by the
load stop member to move in the first direction towards the
free arm position. This structure is advantageous because the
lateral offset between the first and second pivot axes causes
a relatively constant side load damping force between the
piston and the cylinder even as the surfaces of these com-
ponents wear.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other aspects of the invention will be
better appreciated with reference to the attached drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an accessory drive system incor-
porating an electrically driven adjustable tensioner in accor-
dance with the invention;
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FIG. 2 is an isolated view of the electrically driven
adjustable tensioner shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a first embodiment of
the electrically driven adjustable tensioner shown in FIG. 2;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are cross-sectional views of the first
embodiment in compressed and free-arm positions, respec-
tively;

FIG. 5 is a detail view of a piston head employed in the
first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a detail cross-sectional view of a retainer
employed in the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a detail cut-away view of the retainer shown in
FIG. 6:

FIG. 8 is a detail perspective view of a actuator employed
in the first embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the first embodiment in
an operating state showing an adjustable load stop member
in an active, partially extended state;

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of a second embodiment
of the electrically driven adjustable tensioner shown in FIG.
2;

FIG. 11 is an exploded view of the second embodiment;

FIG. 12 is an exploded view of the second embodiment
taken from an angle of view that is opposite to the angle of
view in FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 is graph showing belt tension provided by elec-
trically driven adjustable tensioner under static equilibrium
conditions when the adjustable load stop member is in an
inactive, fully retracted state;

FIG. 14 is graph showing belt tension provided by elec-
trically driven adjustable tensioner under dynamic condi-
tions as the adjustable load stop member is moved from an
inactive, fully retracted) state through to an active, fully
extended state;

FIG. 15 is a graph plotting motor current against the
position of the adjustable load stop member as measured by
motor turns;

FIG. 16 is a diagram of a control system for the electri-
cally driven adjustable tensioner in accordance with a first
implementation;

FIG. 17 is a diagram of a second implementation of the
control system;

FIG. 18 is a diagram of a third implementation of the
control system;

FIGS. 19-21 are schematic diagrams illustrating a method
of calibrating the electrically driven adjustable tensioner;

FIGS. 22-23 are block diagrams of control schemes for
the electrically driven adjustable tensioner; and

FIG. 24 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the
electrically driven adjustable tensioner, incorporating a
closed-cell foam spring.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows an accessory drive system of a vehicle
which is typically disposed at a front end of an engine 8. The
engine 8 includes a crankshaft 10 that has a crankshaft
pulley 12 mounted thereon. The crankshaft pulley 12 drives
one or more vehicle accessories 14 via an endless drive
member, such as a belt 16. For convenience the endless drive
member will be referred to as a belt, however it will be
understood that it could be any other type of endless drive
member such as a chain. The accessories 14 may include an
alternator, an air conditioning compressor, a water pump, a
power steering pump and/or any other suitable accessory.
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In FIG. 1, two accessories 14 are shown, however there
could be more or fewer accessories. Each of the driven
accessories has a shaft 18 and a pulley 20. Optionally, each
pulley 20 may be connectable and disconnectable from its
respective shaft 18 via a clutch (not shown) so as to permit
each of the accessories 14 to be shut off when not needed
even though the belt 16 itself is still being driven by the
crankshaft 8.

An electrically driven adjustable tensioner 24 is provided
to tension the belt 16. The tensioner 24 is shown in isolation
FIG. 2. The tensioner 24 includes a tensioner arm 26 that has
a damping pivot 28 about a first pivot axis A defined by a
pivot shaft 27a attached to the engine 8. A pulley 30 is
pivotally mounted to the tensioner arm 26 via a second pivot
shaft 27b. A tensioner strut 100 is mounted between the
tensioner arm 26 and the engine 8. The tensioner strut 100
includes an extensible member 32 slidably disposed in a
housing 34. The extensible member 32 has a pivot mount
36a that is pivotally mounted to the tensioner arm 26 via a
third pivot shaft 27¢ and the housing 34 has a pivot mount
366 that is pivotally mounted to the engine 8 via a fourth
pivot shaft 27d. A tensioner arm biasing member 38 such as
a coil spring is disposed between the extensible member 32
and housing 34 (as described in greater detail below) so as
to urge the extensible member 32 out of the housing 34 and
push the tensioner arm 26 towards the belt 16. The tensioner
strut 100 has an adjustable load stop position which is
provided by an adjustable load stop member (such as an
adjustable rod 115 seen in FIG. 3) that controls the depth that
the extensible member 32 may be retracted into the housing
34. A drive mechanism or actuator 40 controls the position
of the adjustable load stop member.

Thus, the tensioner arm 26 moves along an arcuate path
between a ‘free arm’ position, which is an end of travel
location along the path that the tensioner arm 26 is capable
of reaching in the direction urged by the biasing member 38,
and a load stop position defined by the position of the
adjustable load stop member. The adjustable load stop
member is capable of moving between a first, fully
extended, position correlated to the tensioner free arm
position and a second, fully retracted, position correlated to
a tensioner arm position that is maximally displaced from
the tensioner free arm position. When the adjustable load
stop member is not in the first, fully extended, position, the
tensioner arm 26 is unconstrained by the adjustable load stop
member to move towards the tensioner free arm position.

The mechanical structure of the tensioner 100 will now be
described in greater detail. FIGS. 1-9 show a first embodi-
ment 100A of the tensioner 100 and FIGS. 10-12 show a
second embodiment 100B of the tensioner 100. As the first
embodiment 100A is substantially similar to the second
embodiment 100B both embodiments will be discussed
simultaneously.

Referring in particular to the cross sectional view in FIG.
3 of the first embodiment 100A and the opposing exploded
views in FIGS. 11 and 12 of the second embodiment 1008,
the housing 34 of tensioner 100 comprises a housing portion
102, comprising an integrally formed cylinder 104 and an
integrally formed motor enclosure 106, and a cover 108. A
series of clips 110 connects the cover 108 to the housing
portion 102 and an elastomeric seal 112 is installed between
the housing 102 and the cover 108.

The adjustable load stop member is provided by an
adjustable rod 115 that has a lead screw thread 116 at one
end thereof and axial splines 118 at the other end thereof. An
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O-ring 120 is mounted about the adjustable rod 115 and a
stop 122 is mounted to the lead screw end of the adjustable
rod 115.

The housing portion 102 includes a bore 124 (seen best in
FIG. 3) with an internal thread portion preferably provided
by a threaded insert 126. The adjustable rod 115 is disposed
within the bore 124 such that the rod lead screw thread 116
engages the bore internal thread and the rod axial splines 118
mesh with corresponding splines 230 of a hub 228 of a gear
224 as discussed in greater detail below such that the
adjustable rod 115 will translate linearly when the actuator
40 is energized to rotate the hub internal gear. When the
adjustable rod 115 is fully retracted (as seen in FIG. 3), the
stop 122 seats in a recess 128 formed in the housing portion
102.

A retainer 130 is installed within the cylinder 104 adjacent
an open end 132 thereof. The retainer 130 prohibits the
extensible member 32, which includes a piston 134 as
discussed in greater detail below, from completely exiting
the cylinder 104 and provides a seal that prevents lubricating
fluid from escaping the cylinder chamber, shown at 105 in
which the piston 134 moves. The retainer 130 preferably
includes a retaining ring or circlip 136, a cylinder head guide
138, a cylinder head bushing 140, a dynamic seal 142 and a
washer 144, as discussed in greater detail below.

The extensible member 32 includes the piston 134 which
is connected to a pivot bracket 146. The piston 134 has a
head 148, which contacts the interior wall of the cylinder
104, and a shaft 150, which passes through the retainer 130.
The pivot bracket 146 includes a cavity 152 in which the
piston shaft 150 is fixedly press fit. The pivot bracket 146
incorporates the pivot mount 364, in which a pivot bushing
154 is installed.

A dust shield 156 is disposed about the pivot bracket 146
and the outer wall of the cylinder 104 to cover the (varying)
gap between the pivot bracket 146 and the cylinder 104 and
prevent debris from entering the tensioner strut 100. The
dust shield 156 has a flange 158 that abuts a flange 160
provided in the pivot bracket 146. The pivot bracket flange
160 also supports one end of the coil spring 38, with the dust
shield flange 158 sandwiched therebetween. The other end
of the coil spring 38 is supported by a flange 162 provided
in the housing portion 102. The coil spring 38 is also
supported against buckling by the outer wall of the cylinder
104.

In embodiment 100A seen in FIG. 3, the piston head 148
is integrally formed with the piston shaft 150. For lubrica-
tion purposes a preferably pressurized 50/50 air/oil mixture
is provided in the cylinder 104 at pressures preferably of
about 30-70 psi. This air/oil mixture is in the form of an
emulsion so that the air is trapped in the oil and they do not
separate. This creates a compressible substance that fills the
cylinder 104. In embodiments where fluid damping is not
desired, a split bushing 164 having a gap 166 (as seen in the
detail view of FIG. 5) may be mounted about a circumfer-
ential groove formed in the piston head 148. The gap 166 in
the split bushing 164, combined with the clearance between
the piston head 148 and interior wall of the cylinder 104, will
allow sufficient flow of the air/oil mixture from one side of
the piston head 148 to the other side so as to prevent any
material fluid damping. Alternatively, if fluid damping is
desired, the orifices between one side of the piston head 148
and the other may be made sufficiently small to provide
substantial fluid damping.

In embodiment 100B shown in FIGS. 10-12, the piston
head 148 is provided by three components: a washer 170, a
powdered metal body 172 with a hole 174 along a top
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surface thereof, and a plastic (e.g., Nylon) damping head
176. The washer 170 abuts a circumferential flange 178
provided in the piston shaft 150. The powdered metal body
172 is press fit onto the piston shaft 150 and the damping
head 176 is press-fit onto the powdered metal body 172. The
damping head 176 has axial orifices 180 along the outer side
thereof to allow sufficient flow of the air/oil mixture from
one side of the piston head 148 to the other side so as to
prevent any material fluid damping, or, if desired, the
orifices may be made small enough to provide substantial
fluid damping. In this embodiment the damping head 176,
being situated adjacent the hole 174 in the powdered metal
body 172, has some flex in it to dampen the impact of the
piston head 148 against the adjustable rod 115 and reduce
noise as the piston head reciprocates due to fluctuating loads
from the accessory drive system reacted through the ten-
sioner arm 26.

In either embodiment 100A, 100B, when the adjustable
rod 115 enters the cylinder 104 the compressible substance
compresses due to the adjustable rod 115 occupying pro-
gressively more of the available volume in the cylinder 104,
leaving less space available for the compressible substance.
As a result, a forward force is exerted on the piston 134
towards the open end 132 of the cylinder 104 and the
compressible substance will act in cooperation with the coil
spring 38.

Referring additionally to FIGS. 6 and 7 which provide
detail views of the retainer 130, it will be seen that the
cylinder head guide 138 includes a central bore 182 for
passage of the piston shaft 150. The cylinder head guide 138
provides stability against side loading generated in the
tensioner strut 100. The cylinder head bushing 140 is
mounted within the central bore 182 and the material
properties of the cylinder head bushing 140 may be selected
to provide a desired level of friction against the piston shaft
150 for damping purposes.

The dynamic seal 142 features a slightly curved inner
surface so as to provide top and bottom circumferential
sealing lips 184, 186. The washer 144 is provided to receive
loads from the piston head 148 when the extensible member
32 is fully extended but includes holes 184 (FIG. 7) for
transmitting pressure from the air/oil mixture into a circum-
ferential cavity 188 formed in the dynamic seal 142. The
pressure in the cavity 188 is utilized to push the sealing lips
184, 186 against the piston shaft 150. The dynamic seal 142
preferably also includes a metal ring 190 for generating
additional radial pressure so as to ensure that at least the
upper lip 184 contacts the piston shaft 150 even under low
pressures.

The circlip 136 is embedded in a circumferential groove
192 formed at the open edge of the cylinder and locks the
other elements of the retainer 130 in the cylinder 104 even
under pressure.

With reference to FIGS. 3 and 8 of the first embodiment
100A and FIGS. 11-12 of the second embodiment 100B, the
actuator 40 includes a bidirectional dc motor 200 that is
installed in the motor enclosure 106. A spacer 202 with
radially extending spring lobes 204 centers the motor 200
within the motor enclosure 106 and spaces one end of the dc
motor 200 away from the enclosure end wall 106a. An
adapter plate 206 is fitted over the other end of the motor 200
s0 as to enable the motor 200 to be mounted to the housing
portion 102 via screws 208. The motor 200 has an output
shaft 210 and positive and negative power blades 212 that
extend through the adapter plate 206.

A pinion 214 is mounted on the motor output shaft 210.
A compound gear 216 is mounted to the housing portion 102
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via a dowel shaft 218. (It will be noted that the cross-
sectional view of FIG. 3 is taken along a plane that does not
show the dowel shaft.) The compound gear 216 includes an
outer gear wheel portion 220 and an inner gear wheel portion
222. A final gear 224 having an outer edge comprising gear
teeth 226 and the axially projecting hub 228 with the internal
splines 230 is also mounted to the housing portion 102,
which includes a recess 232 in which a bushing 234 and the
axially projecting hub 228 are installed. The motor pinion
214 meshes with the outer gear wheel portion 220 of the
compound gear 216 and the inner gear wheel portion 222 of
the compound gear 216 meshes with the gear teeth 226 of
the final gear 224. Thus energizing the motor 200 results in
the rotation of the final gear 224 and consequently the hub
228. The gear ratio may be selected by those skilled in the
art to provide suitable power and responsiveness with a
fractional horsepower motor; for example, a gear ratio of
10:1, 20:1 or 30:1 may be utilized.

A printed circuit board (PCB) 240 with circuitry for
driving the dc motor 200 is installed within the cover 108
although the PCB 240 may be omitted as discussed in
greater detail below.

A position sensor measures the position of the adjustable
load stop member. In the illustrated embodiment the position
sensor is a Hall effect sensor 242 that can count the pinion
gear teeth as the pinion 214 rotates or alternatively another
sensor trigger such as a magnet may be mounted on the
pinion 214 so that the sensor can count the number of motor
turns and hence the position of the adjustable rod 115. Other
forms of position sensors known in the art such as linear or
rotary encoders may be employed in the alternative. The
position sensor is preferably mounted on the PCB 240 which
preferably also carries a current sensor 266 (see FIGS.
16-18) for determining the amount of current supplied to the
motor 200.

FIG. 4A shows the tensioner strut 100 in a compressed or
‘install’ position. In this condition the adjustable rod 150 is
fully retracted so that the piston 134 is fully seated in the
cylinder 104. The coil spring 38 is fully compressed. FIG.
4B (as well as FIG. 3) shows the tensioner strut 100 in an
extended or free arm position where, due to the bias of the
coil spring 38, the piston 134 is urged out of the cylinder 104
and extends to a maximum point where the piston head 148
contacts the retainer 130. In an example, the full stroke of
the piston 134 may be in the range of about 7 mm to about
15 cm.

With reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B, angle ¢ references an
angle between the center of the housing pivot mount 365 and
the center of the damping pivot 28 about the extensible
member pivot mount 36a. The angle ¢ differs between the
install position and the free arm position. By way of
example, the angle ¢ may be about 150 degrees in the install
position and 125 degrees in the free arm position.

Angle T references an angle between a centerline C of the
piston/cylinder 134/104 and the center of the housing pivot
mount 365 about the extensible member pivot mount 36a.
The center of the extensible member pivot mount 36a is
located along the centerline C so the angle T also defines a
lateral offset between the housing pivot mount 365 and the
extensible member pivot mount 36a. This lateral offset
causes one side of the piston head 148 (more particularly, the
split bushing 164 in embodiment 100A or the damping head
176 in embodiment 100B, generally referred to as the piston
head damping surface) to be driven against the interior wall
of'the cylinder 104 more than on the other side of the piston
head 148. This is advantageous because as the piston damp-
ing surface and/or the interior surface of the cylinder 104
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wear, the offset will still drive one side of the piston damping
surface into the cylinder in essentially the same way and the
damping force generated therefrom will be approximately
consistent over time even as the surfaces wear. Likewise, the
piston shaft 150 will be driven against one side of the
cylinder head bushing 140 more than the other side of the
piston shaft 150 and the damping force generated therefrom
will be approximately consistent over time even as the
respective surfaces wear.

In one example, the total damping force provided by the
tensioner strut 100 may be approximately 25-30 Newtons. In
this example, the tensioner 24 requires about 60 Newtons in
order to effectively dampen oscillations and most of the
damping force is provided by the damping pivot 28 as
known in the art. In an example, the damping at the damping
pivot 28 may be provided by any of the damping structures
shown in patent and patent application publications:
DE10053186, DE19524403, US20080280713  and
US20090275432.

The angle T, the bias force of the coil spring, and the
selection of materials dictates the damping force. The table
below shows an example of how the damping force may
vary in relation to changes in the angle T (other variables
being held constant):

Angle T (degrees) Side Load Force (N)

6.1 40
6.7 60
7.1 75

In operation the piston 134 is free to move within the
cylinder 104 (subject to the relatively minor damping force
that occurs as the piston moves) in response to the oscilla-
tions in the tensioner arm 26 as a result of load fluctuations
caused by the engine 8 and accessories 14. The position of
the adjustable rod 115 defines the load stop position of the
tensioner strut 100, and correspondingly, the load stop
position of the tensioner arm 26. FIG. 9 shows a situation
where the adjustable rod 115 is moved into the cylinder
chamber 105, prohibiting the piston 134 from fully retract-
ing into the cylinder 104 and thus defining an alternative
load stop position (that differs from the load stop position
shown, for example, in FIG. 4). Other forms of adjustable
load stop members may be utilized in the alternative. For
example, instead of a linearly moving rod, the rod may rotate
in situ and the rod screw thread may be connected to a
traveler nut that moves linearly in which case the traveler nut
is the adjustable load stop member.

The actuator may 40 move the adjustable load stop
member into a desired position within the cylinder 104 when
the piston/extensible member 32 is fully extended such that
the adjustable load stop member does not encounter any
significant load. More preferably however, the actuator 40 is
sufficiently powerful to move the adjustable load stop mem-
ber against a loaded piston 134 (i.e., a piston loaded as a
result of a reaction force received from the belt 16) to the
point where the piston/extensible member 32 is fully
extended, whereby the tensioner arm 26 reaches its free arm
position, or to any intermediate point in the cylinder 104.
Thus, for example, the actuator 40 may directly drive a
loaded piston 134 from a fully retracted position shown in
FIG. 4A to an intermediate position shown in FIG. 9.

The load stop position has a significant effect on the
resultant belt tension. FIG. 13 plots belt tension under static
equilibrium conditions when the adjustable load stop mem-
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ber is fully retracted. The static tension varies linearly with
the compression of the coil spring 38.

FIG. 14 plots the dynamic tension of the belt 16 as a
function of the load stop position. In an initial segment 250A
of'the plot corresponding to a time period from O to about 0.5
seconds, the adjustable load stop member is fully retracted
and the dynamic belt tension varies over a first tension
range, for example between about 200-300N, with an aver-
age of about 250N. In this state, the piston 134 does not
bottom out in the cylinder 104 and/or contact the adjustable
load stop member. (Note that if the piston does bottom out
in the cylinder the average dynamic belt tension would rise.)
At a subsequent segment 250B of the plot corresponding to
a time period of about 0.5 to 1 seconds, the adjustable load
stop member is moved, pushing the piston/extensible mem-
ber 32 toward the belt 16. The belt 16 is a compliant member
and thus the average dynamic belt tension increases
although it still fluctuates due to allowable reciprocation of
the coil spring 38. (The belt tension does not ‘clip’ because
the belt is itself an elastic member capable of stretching
under load.) At a subsequent segment 250C of the plot
corresponding to a time period from about 1 to 1.5 seconds,
the adjustable load stop member is kept at an intermediate
load stop position. In this state, the coil spring 38 has less
room to compress/decompress and thus the dynamic belt
tension varies over a smaller range (e.g., about 390-440N)
although, as result of the piston/extensible member 32
abutting the load stop provided by the adjustable load stop
member, the average dynamic belt tension (e.g., about
425N) is higher than the situation in segment 250A because
the piston/extensible member 32 is pushed into the belt 16.
At a subsequent segment 250D corresponding to a time
period of about 1.5 to 2 seconds, the adjustable load stop
member is moved forwardly, pushing the piston/extensible
member 32 further toward the belt 16, whereby the average
tension continues to increase. At a subsequent segment 250E
of the plot corresponding to a time period from about 2
seconds onwards, the adjustable load stop member is kept at
a fully extended load stop position. In this state, the coil
spring 38 has substantially no room to compress and thus the
dynamic belt tension hardly varies. However, the belt ten-
sion is at a maximum, e.g., (about S90N) due to the force of
the adjustable load stop member pushing the piston/exten-
sible member 32 into the belt 16.

The tensioner 24 may thus be operated in the following
modes: 1) a compliant low tension mode, where the adjust-
able load stop member/load stop is fully retracted; ii) a
non-compliant high tension mode, where the adjustable load
stop member/load stop is fully extended so that the exten-
sible member 32 remains fully extended; and iii) a semi-
compliant intermediate tension mode, where the adjustable
load stop member/load stop is partially extended so that the
extensible member 32 remains partially extended.

The belt tension is a function of the spring force, provided
by the coil spring and the compressible substance, and the
load stop force. Under static equilibrium conditions, when
the adjustable load stop member is fully retracted, the piston
134 is presumed to be located in the middle of the cylinder
104 such that the load force is zero. Hence the belt tension
is provided only by the spring force, arising from the
compression of the coil spring relative to its rest state and the
gas spring force provided by the compressible substance.
This is referred to herein as the nominal design tension. (In
the example shown in FIG. 13, the nominal design tension
is about 265N.) Under dynamic conditions, the spring force
will vary depending on the variation in the spring force
provided by the compressible substance and the variation in
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the spring force provided by the coil spring. Thus, the belt
tension under dynamic conditions can be calculated as the
nominal design tension+the load stop force+the spring force
variation. The spring force from the compressible substance
will vary depending on the position of the adjustable load
stop member in the cylinder, but the change may be rela-
tively small and can be ignored for practical purposes. The
coil spring force will depend on the position of the piston
and hence the amount of compression in the coil spring,
which can be measured by a linear encoder or distance
sensor if desired. However, to avoid the need for an addi-
tional sensor to determine the position of the piston 134, the
belt tension can be sensed for practical purposes by appre-
ciating that the coil spring force will vary over a limited
range. (For example, if the coil spring is a 10 N/mm spring
and has a travel range once installed of about 3 mm fore or
aft, the variation in belt tension due to the coil spring is
anywhere from zero to plus or minus 30 N.) As such, by
determining the load stop force and adding it to the known
nominal design tension, a belt tension range can be deter-
mined. This can also be viewed as a determination of a mean
belt tension to within a tolerance level.

The load stop force is preferably determined by deter-
mining the amount of current required by the actuator 40 to
move the piston 134 when loaded (the motor torque required
to increase the belt tension will be proportional to the
required current). FIG. 15 shows a graph of motor current I
based on the position of the adjustable load stop member as
measured by the number of motor turns N. As the adjustable
load stop member initially moves from its fully retracted
position there is no contact with the piston 134 and only a
small baseline current 252 (sufficient to overcome frictional
forces) is required to move the adjustable load stop member.
At point 254, the adjustable load stop member encounters
resistance from the loaded piston 134 and the required
current 256 to move the adjustable load stop member against
the loaded piston increases substantially in comparison to
the baseline current 252. Progressively greater current is
required to progressively move the adjustable load stop
member/loaded piston and increase the tension on the belt
16, and indeed, the slope of the current curve 256 is
dependent on the stiffness or modulus of elasticity of the
belt. (The stippled plots 258 and 259 show current curves for
a stiffer chain and a more elastic belt such as one made from
polyester as opposed to Aramid fibers in the central example
256.)

The tensioner 24 can thus be practically controlled uti-
lizing only an adjustable load stop member position sensor
(as provided by the Hall effect sensor 242 which measures
motor turns) and a current sensor 266 for measuring the load
stop force.

If desired, the known position of the adjustable load stop
member provided by the position sensor can also be utilized
to estimate the variance in the compressible substance spring
force and the coil spring force and reduce the tolerance of
the estimated mean belt tension.

A control system 260 for the tensioner 24 may be con-
figured in a variety of ways. FIG. 16 shows one embodiment
260" of control system 260 in which the tensioner 24
includes an autonomous front engine accessory drive
(FEAD) controller 260A where substantially all of the
control logic resides on the internal PCB 240, including a
motor current driver 262 and a microcontroller 264, as well
as the position sensor such as the Hall effect sensor 242 and
the current sensor 266. In this case, the controller 260A
receives system parameters from the vehicle over its com-
mand area network (CAN) 268 and the onboard microcon-
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troller 264 determines a desired tension level and carries out
all control routines. For example, in a hybrid vehicle which
has an internal combustion engine in combination with an
electric propulsion motor and a belt alternator start (BAS)
system, the system parameter may be the mode that the
vehicle is in, such as ‘normal’, ‘boost’, or ‘BAS’. FIG. 17
shows another embodiment 260" of the control system 260
in which the tensioner 24 is a ‘dumb’ device where the PCB
240 only carries the position sensors 242 and all control
logic and current drivers 262 are located at a remote control
module 270. FIG. 18 shows another embodiment 260" of
the control system 260 in which the tensioner 24 is in a
mixed situation where the control logic is split between low
level ‘housekeeping’ routines carried out by the onboard
controller 260B and high level control routines are carried
out by a remote controller 270. For example, in the hybrid
vehicle the remote controller may command a desired ten-
sion level or similar parameter and the onboard microcon-
troller carries out the control routines to achieve such result.
Those skilled in the art will understand that digital and
analog control logic can be centralized or distributed over
one or more physical devices and a wide variety of other
control schemes may be implemented in the alternative.

The tensioner 24 can be controlled utilizing a variety of
control schemes, depending on the application (and a single
vehicle may utilize the tensioner in multiple applications
depending on the vehicle mode).

For example, the tensioner 24 may be utilized in a binary
manner wherein the tensioner operates in either a low or
high tension mode. In the low tension mode the adjustable
load stop member is fully retracted and in the high tension
mode the adjustable load stop member is fully extended for
maximum belt tension. This application may be suitable for
situations where it is possible to pre-cognitively anticipate
required belt tension, for example, in a vehicle that employs
an internal combustion engine and a BAS. When such a
vehicle comes to a stop and the engine is momentarily turned
off, the control system 260 places the tensioner 24 in the
high tension mode in anticipation of the BAS start and after
the engine is started the control system places the tensioner
24 in the low tension mode. Other precognitive situations in
which the binary application may be employed are disclosed
PCT Publication WO 2012/031361 to the assignee hereof.

The foregoing application, however, may not be effective
if the vehicle has a more sophisticated drive train. For
example in the hybrid vehicle discussed above the vehicle
can also enter a boost mode where the alternator functions
as an electric propulsion motor to assist the internal com-
bustion engine. When under boost, the foregoing low ten-
sion mode may have insufficient tension to prevent belt
squeal due to slip whereas the foregoing high tension mode
may result in excess belt tension that would affect fuel
economy or drive efficiency while the vehicle is under boost.
In this case the control system 260 may utilize an alternative
low tension mode where the adjustable load stop member is
moved to an intermediate position. Preferably, the interme-
diate load stop position is determined dynamically. Refer-
ring additionally to FIGS. 19-21, the control system 260
preferably calibrates the tensioner 24 upon startup and every
time it shifts to the high tension mode. In FIG. 19 the
tensioner control system 260 has just been powered up and,
not knowing the position of the adjustable load stop member
due to the use of a relative position sensor, in a first phase
272 it begins to fully retract the adjustable load stop mem-
ber. In this case the current sensor 266 will measure the
baseline current 252 until the adjustable load stop member
beds in its fully retracted position (in embodiment 100A or
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100B, the stop 122 of the adjustable rod 115 seats in the
housing recess 128) at which point the motor 200 will stall
and the current will spike. (See also motor speed and current
sensor readings 274, 276 corresponding to the first phase
272.) This enables the control system 260 to identify the
fully retracted position of the adjustable load stop member.
In FIG. 20, in a second phase 278, the control system 260
moves the adjustable load stop member forward until the
current reaches a predetermined level 280 that is correlated
to a maximum belt tension that the tensioner 24 is designed
to provide. (See also motor speed and current sensor read-
ings 274', 276' corresponding to the second phase 278.) In
the process the control system 260 maps the current level
against the position of the adjustable load stop member as
measured by motor turns and notes the initial touch position
TP of the piston based on the current level exceeding the
baseline 252 by a threshold amount. In FIG. 21, in a third
phase 282, the control system 260 retracts the adjustable
load stop member to a park position P. The park position P
is a relative distance, which may be referred to as a retraction
distance, by which the adjustable load stop member is
backed away from the initial touch position TP of the piston
134. The retraction distance is selected so that when the
vehicle is under boost, the piston 134 will rather quickly
abut the adjustable load stop member so that belt squeal is
avoided but when the vehicle is not under boost and oper-
ating normally the coil spring 38 still has room to compress
and decompress in order to accommodate fluctuating loads
from the accessory drive system. The retraction distance
may be, for example, 1, 2 or 3 mm. The control system 260
may frequently repeat this calibration process, for example,
upon power up and/or every time the tensioner transitions
from the dynamic low tension mode to the high tension
mode. In this manner the tensioner 24 can adapt to changing
conditions in the belt, for example due to ambient tempera-
ture fluctuations or stretch in the belt as it ages. In addition,
although in embodiments 100A, 100B the adjustable rod 115
has a screw thread 116 which discourages back drive so that
it is not necessary to continuously supply electrical power to
the actuator 40, over time vibration may dislodge the adjust-
able rod from its intended position and therefore frequent
periodic recalibration of the tensioner ensures that the
adjustable rod 115 is appropriately positioned.

In an embodiment, the control system 260 may adjust the
park position P of the adjustable load stop member as
follows: Upon reaching a position wherein the control
system determines that the adjustable load stop member has
engaged the piston, the control system 260 drives the motor
to retract the load stop member by a selected number of
turns. The position (e.g. the absolute position of the load stop
member, or a position relative to the piston 134) may be
recorded in memory. At some point, when the control system
260 determines that a higher tension setting is needed, the
load stop member is driven by the motor towards the piston.
Based on the recorded position of the load stop member, the
control system 260 can determine the expected number of
turns that the load stop member will be required to undergo
before reaching a selected current indicative of the higher
tension setting. If the control system 260 detects that the
number of turns were required to reach the selected current
is different than the expected number of turns, the control
system 260 may adjust the park position by some amount. In
an example, if the control system 260 expects to require 3
turns of the load stop member to reach the selected current,
but measures the selected current after 5 turns due, for
example, to expansion of the belt resulting from a high
ambient temperature, then the control system 260 may
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adjust the park position by one turn forward. For greater
clarity the amount that the park position is adjusted need not
be equal to the difference between the number of expected
turns and the number of actual turns to reach the selected
current. Instead, the park position may be adjusted based on
an average (e.g. a weighted average) of the current park
position and the current park position+the difference
between the expected and actual number of turns. A reason
that the park position may be adjusted by some other amount
than the difference between the expected and actual number
of turns, is to account for the possibility that the actual
number of turns was an anomaly that was the result of some
dynamic tension fluctuation in the belt, (e.g. a torsional).

FIG. 22 shows another application where the tensioner
control system 260 receives a desired or target mean belt
tension T* and the control system 260 moves the adjustable
load stop member accordingly in order to reach the desired
target. In this application the control system 260 measures
the actual mean tension T through the current vs. position
map as discussed previously to determine an error. The error
E may be fed into a linear (proportional) control or a more
complex control loop such as a PI (proportional, integral) or
PID (proportional, integral, derivative) control as known in
the art which takes history and/or rate of change into
account. To increase the tension, the control system 260
moves the adjustable load stop member forward while mean
belt tension feedback is received from the current sensor
266. To reduce the tension the control system 260 may back
off the adjustable load stop member a considerable amount
and then drive it into position so that the mean belt tension
may be determined via the current sensor (which must be
pushed forward into the loaded piston to determine belt
load). Alternatively, through the feedback received from
periodic recalibration as discussed above the current vs.
position map may be relied on to determine the appropriate
load stop position to achieve the target tension. As the mean
belt tension is expected to have some tolerance in it, the
control loop is preferably configured so that the difference
(E) between the target (T*) and measured (T) mean belt
tension must exceed a threshold greater than the tolerance
(and/or have a very slow derivative segment) so that the
control system 260 is precluded from continuously adjusting
the actuator to reach a desired tension level. This application
may be suitable in instances where it is desired to maximize
energy efficiency by periodically changing belt tension in
response to varying drive conditions, for example, depend-
ing on which accessories are currently active. This applica-
tion may also be utilized in precognitive situations by setting
the desired tension values.

The foregoing control methodology may also be utilized
to implement a fuzzy logic application where the belt
tensioner is operated, for example, between very low, low,
medium, high and very high tension setting, with each
setting representing a tension range. The tension ranges may
overlap one another to provide hysteresis and minimize
‘hunting” or frequent mode changes.

FIG. 23 shows another application where the tensioner
control system 260 receives belt slip data S and the control
system 260 moves the adjustable load stop member in order
to reduce the belt slip S below a desired amount S*. Many
techniques are known in the art for determining belt slip,
including those discussed in PCT Publication WO2012/
031361 to the assignee hereof, which document is incorpo-
rated by reference herein in its entirety. The belt slip error SE
may be fed into a linear (proportional) control loop or a more
complex control such as a PI (proportional, integral) or PID
(proportional, integral, derivative) control as known in the
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art which takes history and/or rate of change into account. To
reduce slip the belt tension is increased and the control
system 260 moves the adjustable load stop member forward
until the error SE is reduced to an acceptable tolerance. To
increase belt slip (for instance, when the tension is too high
or the belt slip is reading zero for too long) the control
system 260 reduces the belt tension by slowly or intermit-
tently backing off the adjustable load stop member until slip
reaches an acceptable level (for example 1%).

A variety of modifications may be made to the foregoing
embodiments while retaining the same or substantially the
same functionality. For example, FIG. 24 illustrates that the
biasing member could be a closed cell foam member 338,
which may optionally have a retaining shield 339 surround-
ing it, instead of the coil spring 38. A closed cell foam spring
can be configured to compress without billeting when com-
pressed to a selected fraction of its original height (e.g. 80%
of'its original height), and also can be configured to have one
or more effective spring rates so as to as two or more springs
in series. Configuring the spring 338 to have multiple spring
rates can be achieved by contouring the outer diameter of the
closed cell foam material to provide two or more effective
wall thicknesses, and/or by providing sections of the spring
338 in series, wherein each section has different material
properties (e.g. density).

Alternatively, or simultaneously to the above, the air/oil
emulsion within the piston could be partially or entirely
eliminated and replaced with some form of lubricated closed
cell foam spring mechanism, which would be tuned to work
closely in parallel (or in series) with the main outer spring
mechanism. If used inside the piston, the outer surface of the
CCF closed spring could be textured, striated, or otherwise
molded with pockets or markings, which could be employed
to retain grease or oil for lubrication of the internal piston as
it moves within the inner tube, in order to ensure continued
lubrication of the piston over time.

When the piston makes contact with the adjustable load
stop member, noise, vibration and harshness (NVH) issues
may arise and damage to the piston may result due to
repeated metal to metal impact in embodiment 100A. To
reduce such issues a layer of closed cell foam (e.g., BASF
Cellastico in USA/Elastogran in EP) may be utilized
between the end of the adjustable load stop member and the
piston.

While a Hall effect sensor has been utilized to determine
the position of the adjustable load stop member, other types
of sensors can be used, including absolute position sensors,
such as an LVDT across the cylinder. Another type of sensor
that can be used is an angular position sensor on the pivot
mount for the tensioner arm. This sensor could detect
changes in the angular position of a circular (or, more
precisely, disk-shaped) magnet which is connected for rota-
tion with the tensioner arm and is aligned with the hub axis
Ah. The magnet has a north pole that makes up 180 degrees
of'the magnet (i.e. a hemi-disk), and a south pole that makes
up the other 180 degrees (i.e. the other hemi-disk). The
position sensor may be any suitable type of sensor that can
detect the change in the position of the north and south poles
of the magnet as the arm pivots about the hub axis Ah. An
example of a suitable sensor is a model 2SA-10 Sentron
sensor provided by Sentron AG, of Zug, Switzerland. A
suitable position sensing system (made up of a sensor and a
circular magnet) is shown and described in U.S. Pat. No.
7,188,021, which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

While the description contained herein constitutes a plu-
rality of embodiments of the present invention, it will be
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appreciated that the present invention is susceptible to
further modification and change without departing from the
fair meaning of the accompanying claims.

The invention claimed is:
1. A tensioner for a vehicle engine accessory drive system
having an endless drive member, at least one drive pulley
disposed to drive the endless drive member, and at least one
driven pulley disposed to be driven by the endless drive
member and connected to drive an accessory, the tensioner
comprising:
a tensioner arm mounted to the engine for movement
along a path delimited by a free arm position and a load
stop position;
a tensioner pulley rotatably mounted to the tensioner arm,
the tensioner pulley engaging the endless drive mem-
ber;
a biasing means arranged to urge the tensioner arm in a
first direction along the path towards the free arm
position, wherein the free-arm position is an end of
travel location along the path that the tensioner arm is
capable of reaching; and
an adjustable load stop mechanism including a moveable
load stop member, a drive mechanism for moving the
load stop member and a control system connected to
the drive mechanism;
wherein the load stop member arrests movement of the
tensioner arm along the path in a second direction,
opposite the first direction, to thereby define the load
stop position;
wherein the load stop member is moveable between a first
position correlated to the tensioner free arm position
and a second position correlated to a tensioner arm
position that is maximally displaced away from the
tensioner free arm position, and wherein, provided the
load stop member is not in the first position, the
tensioner arm is unconstrained by the load stop member
to move in the first direction toward the free arm
position;
wherein the drive mechanism includes a motor for mov-
ing the load stop member to thereby vary the location
of the tensioner arm load stop position, the drive
mechanism being operable to move the load stop
member from the second position towards the first
position and in the process actively drive the tensioner
arm towards the free arm position so as to increase
tension on the endless drive member; and
wherein the control system includes a current sensor for
measuring current supplied to the motor and a position
sensor for determining the position of the load stop
member, the control system being operable to
1) repeatedly calibrate the tensioner by moving the load
stop member from the second position towards the
first position and map motor current against the
position of the load stop member,

ii) receive as an input a desired tension for the endless
drive member, and

iii) move the adjustable load stop member to a suitable
position based on the calibration map.

2. A tensioner according to claim 1, wherein the suitable
position is a selected retraction distance away from a posi-
tion where the controller senses a sharp increase in current
due to the load stop member driving the tensioner arm to
increase belt tension.

3. A tensioner as claimed in claim 1, wherein the control
system determines the tension applied to the endless drive
member based on a nominal design tension provided by the
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biasing member plus a load stop force that is proportional to
the current required to advance a load stop member as it
arrests the tensioner arm.

4. A tensioner as claimed in claim 1, wherein:

the tensioner arm is pivotally linked to a piston;

the piston is disposed in a cylinder;

the cylinder includes a threaded opening;

the adjustable load stop member is provided by a threaded
rod which meshes with the cylinder threaded opening
such that rotation of the rod in a first rotational direction
extends the rod into the cylinder and rotation of the rod
in a second, opposing, rotational direction retracts the
rod from the cylinder, whereby the movement of the
tensioner arm in the second direction is arrested as a
result of the piston abutting the threaded rod.

5. A tensioner as claimed in claim 4, wherein the biasing

means acts between the cylinder and piston.

6. A tensioner as claimed in claim 4, wherein the piston
has a hole in line with the rod and a plastic or elastomeric
membrane covers the hole and contacts the rod.

7. A tensioner as claimed in claim 4, wherein the cylinder
includes an oil/air mixture therein and the piston includes
orifices to enable the air/oil mixture to flow across the
piston.

8. A tensioner as claimed in claim 1, wherein in the engine
accessory drive system a drive pulley and a driven pulley are
capable of reversing roles such that the driven pulley
becomes a drive pulley and the drive pulley becomes a
driven pulley.

9. A tensioner for a vehicle engine accessory drive system
having an endless drive member, at least one drive pulley
disposed to drive the endless drive member, and at least one
driven pulley disposed to be driven by the endless drive
member and connected to drive an accessory, the tensioner
comprising:

a tensioner arm pivotally mounted to the engine for
movement along a path delimited by a free arm position
and a load stop position;

a tensioner pulley rotatably mounted to the tensioner arm,
the tensioner pulley engaging the endless drive mem-
ber;

a piston pivotally linked to the tensioner arm about a first
rotational axis, the piston defining a longitudinal axis
and the first rotational axis being located along the
longitudinal axis;

a housing including a cylinder, the piston being disposed
in the cylinder, the housing being pivotally mounted to
the engine about a second rotational axis, the second
rotational axis being disposed such that a line dawn
between the first rotational axis and the second rotation
axis is offset by a selected angle from the longitudinal
axis;

a biasing means acting between the housing and the
tensioner arm to urge the tensioner arm towards the free
arm position; and

a moveable load stop member projecting into the cylinder,
an actuator for moving the load stop member and a
control system connected to the drive mechanism;

wherein the load stop member abuts the piston to thereby
arrest movement of the tensioner arm along the path in
a second direction, opposite the first direction, and thus
define the tensioner arm load stop position;

wherein the load stop member is moveable between a first
extended position correlated to the tensioner free arm
position and a second retracted position correlated to a
tensioner arm position that is maximally displaced
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away from the tensioner free arm position, and

wherein, provided the load stop member is not in the

first extended position, the tensioner arm is uncon-
strained by the load stop member to move in the first
direction towards the free arm position.

10. A tensioner as claimed in claim 9, wherein the cylinder
includes an oil/air mixture therein and the piston includes
orifices to enable the air/oil mixture to flow across the
piston.

11. A tensioner as claimed in claim 9, wherein the piston
has a hole in line with the load stop member and a plastic or
elastomeric membrane covers the hole and contacts the load
stop member.

12. A tensioner as claimed in claim 9, wherein in the
engine accessory drive system a drive pulley and a driven
pulley are capable of reversing roles such that the driven
pulley becomes a drive pulley and the drive pulley becomes
a driven pulley.

13. A tensioner for a vehicle engine accessory drive
system having an endless drive member, at least one drive
pulley disposed to drive the endless drive member, and at
least one driven pulley disposed to be driven by the endless
drive member and connected to drive an accessory, the
tensioner comprising:

a tensioner arm mounted to the engine that is movable
delimited by a free arm position and a load stop
position;

a tensioner pulley rotatably mounted to the tensioner arm,
the tensioner pulley configured to engage the endless
drive member;

a biasing member arranged to urge the tensioner arm in a
first direction towards the free arm position; and

an adjustable load stop mechanism including a moveable
load stop member, a drive mechanism for moving the
load stop member and a control system connected to
the drive mechanism,

wherein the load stop member is positionable in a range
of positions to limit movement of the tensioner arm in
a second direction, opposite the first direction, to
thereby define the load stop position,

wherein the load stop member is moveable between a first
position and a second position, and wherein, in at least
some positions, the tensioner arm is unconstrained by
the load stop member to move in the first direction
toward the free arm position,

wherein the drive mechanism includes a motor for mov-
ing the load stop member to vary the location of the
tensioner arm load stop position, the drive mechanism
being operable to move the load stop member towards
the first position to actively drive the tensioner arm
towards the free arm position so as to increase tension
in the endless drive member, and

wherein the control system includes a current sensor for
measuring current supplied to the motor and a position
sensor configured for use in determining the position of
the load stop member, the control system being oper-
able to:

1) repeatedly calibrate the tensioner by moving the load
stop member from the second position towards the
first position and map motor current against the
position of the load stop member,

ii) receive as an input a desired tension for the endless
drive member, and

iii) move the adjustable load stop member to a suitable
position based on the calibration map.
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